decide after long conside ration, is simply
to move the rug to some desolate corner
1 have
behind a nice comfort able chair.
also debated many times with my conscience about quietly slipping from my
room, after everyon e is dead t o the world,
and building a pleasan t bonfire with this
But that idea
cunning little rug as fuel.
would br ing forth the problem of getting
a new rug, which might not fit in with
No, 1 am
the surro undings , either.

The last time 1 went home, 1 greeted
my dear enemy, the rug, with a cautious
He heard me coming.
Alas!
step .
Just as 1 was gingerl y taking the last
steps, the rug l'ushed from under my feet,
lcavi ng me breathl essly trying to regain
This little old rug is still
my dignity.
the Unconq u erable Hero . . . but he does
1 approac h the
110t trip me any more.
btchen through t h e hall door.

It Could Happen Only To Me

g ive up their gloriou s fight for a quiet
g;:¡ mc such as this, but the promise of a
p r ize finally ind uced them to concentr ate
Said game was not as
on the game.
Thl'ee year old
quiet as 1 expecte d.

t ime, yct t hcy a11 see m to forget their
careful manner s at the precise moment
they enter our house, which is converte d
into a eombin ation race tracka nd battlefield as my beloved cousins spring into
More and more the action drifts
action.
toward the clash of t h e two opposing
armies that are battling it out across t he
They have
suía in the l iving room.
bken the express ion "over the top" quite
seriousJ y, and t hey proceed to go "o ver
1 had visions of a
the top" of the sofa.
broken spring popping through the upAs 1 saw t he
h olstry at any moment o
ch ildren maulin g both themsel ves and t he
iurnitu re, 1 reali zed that somethi ng must
Le done to halt the ever-gr owing tussle,
so 1 hauled out the Pin-the -Tail-on -theThey were reluctan t to
D onkey g;:¡me.

DE'l'TY FERGUS ON

This is
Prepare for the inva siun!
rny slogan as 1 put the vases, the importe d
lamp, a nd the little knickkn acks that usually gr ace our home into the back of a
Every breakab le object
seclude d closet.
must be out of sight before my eleven
cousins arrive for the ann u al party that
1, as t he oldest cousin, am obliged to have
My cousins range in 3ge lrom
for them.
tiny babes-i n-arms to thirteen ye"f old
neophyt es, and all of them come to this
party except those who are suff€ril! g at
the time from measles , mumps, whoopi ng
cough, chicken pox, 01' some other plague
of childho od.
At the appoint ed time they charge
into the house, t h eir lusty young voices
With their arrival
leading the attack.
come the problem s of keeping them entertained and keeping them from dissecting
the few p ieces of furnitu re that ha ve
1 lmo"", that each
been left in the house.
of these dear cherubs has had the proper
training from the cradle to the present

JI1stead of into the cardboard donkey.
F leased a t t he l'esult of his impishness,
Ed die proceeded to do the same th ing t o
c.n e of h is cousins and t hen to a n other
befor e he could fina lly be stopped.
Looking at the teal'- stained faces of 111y
youn g co usins, 1 wondered why the m311ufacturers advertised t his game a s th c
game fol' young children .
1 attempt ed to l'ectify 111y error b y
Boys
having them play Musical Chail'.
and ¡;irls were both sluggin g 0 11 C another ;
the youngest tots were ta ki n g quite a
beating.
1 stopped th is game il1lm edi;-¡ tely and awarded the p r ize to Charles
bC'cause he had behaved the be ~; t. Everyone bega n t o pout, so 1 bad 1.0 p resel1t
ever yone a prize just to "];:ccp peace ir)
thc fami ly."
Before they had a chance
1.0 bccome d issatisfied witb 1.heir gifts, 1
il ustlcd 1.hem off to the d ining room f or
refrcshm ent s.
T his plan also backfil'ed .
Not one of th e childl'en W,lS satisfied w ith
h is papel' hat, so amad scramble ensued,
in w h ich p apel' h ats were grabbed from
one another and . torn to shl'eds .
This
probably would h ave proved eatastr oph ic
had not t h e refreshments been brought in
at th at time.
Most of tbe children dived
f uriously in to eating the l'efr esh men1.s,
but a few of them , w h o had paid a previous call to the kitch en, had already
stuffe d themselves, so 1.hey 111e1'c1y minced
over the food and then began 1.0 throw

playing this new and excitin g ga m e which
they called "Sock o w ith the Cako."
In
a few seconds t he r oom w as filled with
ílying m or sels of angel cake , a nd my dear
cousins were clim bing on the cha irs, d a rting across t11e table top , and crawling in
and ou t u n d er t he table o 1 tried with
w11at 1 thought was good psych ology to
stop this vicio us new ou tbul'st , but my
tact in u rging t hem t o eat t heir r efreshmen ts r ewarded me with a lar ge piece
of c,lke, with ve1'y sticky frosting, plastered <1e1'OSS my face.
1 gave up!
1 eould
do no more to stop thel11, so 1 left them
to thei 1' own d estr lletion.
Wllcn l11y aunts fi nally al'l'ived t o
ta ke my cousins home, t hey fo und inst ead
of t11e 1r eshly pleated and pinafored d arlil1g s th cy h,1(1 leH ünly t wo hours bef or e
a ma n glcd m ass of you ng h umanity sticky
Ü'O:l1 head to t 'le.
Many a quizzical
gl anee was directed at m e , but 1 merely
s hrugged a nd said , "They are your ehild ren. "
My aunts very fi r mly m arched
ca eh little eousin home , despite the fact
that the ch ildren wa nted to sta y because
the)' ha d h a d so m ueh f un .
After looking un del' t he table, behind the sof a, in
the pan tl'Y, and in a ll th e closets to be
su1'e th at none of th e little d emons had
stayed to h eck le me, 1 eollapsed onto the
nea1'est cha ir.
F l'om th ere 1 v iewed the
\V1'eckagc before 1118, but 1 was too exhausled to d o a ny thing about it.
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